
Greenfield 4th Ward  
Emergency Plan Introduction 



Preliminary 

● This presentation has two handouts that go with it. One 
is a short summary of the information presented here in 
this presentation and the other is a survey of skills, 
talents, interests, etc. Please fill that survey out during 
this presentation if you can. It is part of the information 
gathering part of our ward preparedness plan. 

 



Introduction 

The Bishop and Ward Council are responsible for seeing 
that a ward emergency plan is prepared, explained, 
implemented and kept current.  The plan is to be put 
together using the “Ward and Stake Emergency Plan 
Guidelines”.  

 





This graphic was taken from icanprepare.com website.  I could not find it on the 
Maracopa County website.  (Vicki C Stull) 



Introduction - Continued 

This plan is designed to help members of a ward (our ward 
at this moment) and the ward council and bishopric prepare 
for and respond to emergencies and disasters.   
 
This presentation is not designed to be a doom and gloom 
prediction but rather an attempt to follow the council that 
we as a ward have been given. 

 



Introduction - Continued 

This presentation is also not designed to teach you how to 
accomplish preparation in your family.  It, hopefully, will, 
however, point you to some resources that might help you 
as you prayerfully consider what you as a family need and 
want to do. 



Introduction - Continued 

 This is also, not a new program or a new push on the part 
of the Brethren at this time.  It is an ongoing responsibility 
for the ward and stake. (As outlined in Handbooks 1 and 2)  
 
However, since we are a relatively new stake and ward, we 
have been without a written and coordinated plan.  The 
stake is now asking all wards to get a simple written 
“Emergency Plan” in place. . 

 



Introduction - Continued 
The Plan has been and is being put together using the 5 steps 
in “guidelines” and (for our ward) is organized around the 
following four categories taken and quoted from The Area 
Plan for the US and Canada detailed on LDS.org.   

1. Preparation: Prepare in advance to lessen the impact of disasters and 
improve response and recovery efforts. 
2. Response: Address the short-term, direct effects of a disaster. 
3. Recovery: Help address the long-term needs in the ward or family. 
4. Mitigation: Reduce or eliminate future risks from similar incidents by 
reviewing lessons learned. 
 
 



The Plan 

This presentation is not the full plan, but rather: 

• An introduction to what is being done in the ward  

• A step toward including and encouraging members to be 
involved with ward preparation by being engaged in individual 
Family Preparation  
 

• An introduction to the beginning steps of how we will 
communicate in the ward in the  event of a disaster situation. 

 
 



Preparation 
“Emergencies can happen anywhere at anytime. In 
most cases, there is little we can do to stop them 
from happening.  
 
However, through thoughtful preparation we can 
limit the damage and disruption they will have on 
individual lives and communities”.   
 
 Quote from the Area Emergency Plan for the United States and Canada 
https://providentliving.lds.org/leader/emergency-preparedness-and-response/area-planning-
guide/preparation?lang=eng 
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Spiritual Preparation 

“We need to make both temporal and spiritual preparation 
for the events prophesied at the time of the Second Coming.  
And the preparation most likely to be neglected is the one 
less visible and more difficult–the spiritual”.   ~Elder Dallin H. 
Oaks 



Spiritual Preparation 
We do not want to leave out spiritual preparation, in fact just 
the opposite.  We commend it to you. 

This presentation will concentrate on temporal preparation 
and responses to and for emergency and disaster situations.  

Then, we would ask you, as a family, to seek inspiration in your 
specific situation as to what you can do to help yourselves, 
your neighbors and us as a ward and stake. 



Family Preparation 

All agencies that have been involved with disaster 
relief seem to agree that the first 72 hours after a 
disaster strikes is critical. 



AND IF 



individual families were/are prepared ahead of 
time to flexibly handle the first 72 hours of any 
emergency,  



Family Preparation 

That Preparation would: 
 
● Save lives  
● Lessen the trauma of difficult events 
● And increase the overall effectiveness of disaster relief 

efforts  



Family Preparation 

This preparation needs to include: 
 
● Being prepared to evacuate if necessary 
● Being prepared to shelter at home if necessary 
● Being prepared to accomplish these with limited or no 

services depending on the disruption 
 
 



Family Preparation-Continued 
The Area Plan Encourages Ward Leaders to Encourage 
Members in the following Preparation items/skills/steps 
for each family: 

● Family emergency plan, emergency kits, three 
month and longer-term food and water supplies 

● Financial preparedness, including insurance 
● Personal and family safety 

 
 



Remember 

“Preparedness, when properly pursued, is a way of life, not a 
sudden, spectacular program.”  Spencer W. Kimball, 1976 

“We can begin ever so modestly.  We can begin with a one 
week’s food supply and gradually build it to a month, and 
then to three months.  I fear that so many feel that a long-
term food supply is so far beyond their reach that they make 
no effort at all.  Begin in a small way…and gradually build 
toward a reasonable objective”  Gordon B. Hinckley 



Ward Preparation 
Communication is  Key 

As part of our ward preparation we have divided the ward 
into 17 “Blocks” or groups and assigned Block Captains.  
Each household should have received two handouts.  One 
is basically the information in this powerpoint presentation 
with a ward map showing the blocks and captains and the 
other is a survey of Interests, Skills, Resources, and 
possible needs. 



Captains 
X = None Expansion 
A = James Harris 
B = T Clegg, P Brenchley 
C = R Miller, D Rosenhan 
 
Y = None Expansion 
D  & E Combined =  Scott 
Simons, John Johnson 
and Lyle Harper 
 
 
F =  Kevin Clark 
G - None Expansion 
 
 
 
H = Jon DeVries, Justin 
Strong, JT Gillespie 
 
 I  = Davin Crow,  
J =  Matt Bailey, Todd 
Farmer,  will also help in K 
K =  No Captain at this time 
use Block J captains 
L =  Darwin Stull 
M =  James Fillmore, Tracy 
Sibley, Andrew Wamsley 
N =  Keith Burton 
O   Jason Gaylord, Mark 
Harper 

Blocks/Groups are simply a way to divide the 
ward area into smaller portions so that the 
conditions that exists at the time of an 
emergency that effect many or all of us can be 
readily seen and reported. Under most 
conditions when an emergency effects a single 
family or a small group, block captains will not 
be involved and the current procedures for 
reporting difficulties through our ministering 
brethren or sisters or directly to the Elders 
Quorum or RS leadership or a member of the 
bishopric will be used.  That is - Family to 
ministering brothers to quorum leadership to 
bishopric.  However, if something happens that 
involves a large number of people in a single 
block or several blocks in the ward, the block 
captains will be the means for gathering and 
reporting information to the quorum leadership 
and then up to the Bishop and on to the Stake 
President and beyond where necessary.  



Ward Preparation  
As s ignments  and Procedures  

For Families  during a Dis as ter S ituation  

● Take care of your family firs t 
● As s es s  the impact to your family and area and report in* 
● Respond to the needs around you* 
● Communicate with and through your block captains* 
● Follow instructions of emergency personnel 



Survey of Interests, Skills, and 
Res ources  

Please fill out this Survey during this presentation and turn 
it in to your block captain, a member of the Bishopric or 
Elders Quorum Presidency or Sister Stull. This is part of our 
gathering of critical information, and part of our Ward 
Preparation.   



Assess and Report In 

Assess the impact of the disaster, and report your 
assessment to your block captain.  Be prepared to 
receive information through them if there are directions 
from the Bishop or Stake President.   Communication 
flows both ways.   

 
 



 Now that you know who your block captain is, program 
him into your phone and message apps and/or use lds 
tools.  Howerver, you prefer.  Captains, you can make 
lists in tools, or whatever app you want to use on your 
phones and program in your families. 
 
Remember this only works if services are still 
functioning.  If they are not working, Block captains will 
be seeking for information by foot as soon as it is safe to 
move around. 

 
 



Assess and Report In 
What you should report: 
● Are all members of your family accounted for and are they 

safe?  If no, how many are missing and where were they 
when you last knew their location?  

● How many are injured in your family?  What kind of medical 
help do you need? 

● Are there any deaths in your family? How many? 
● Is your home damaged or destroyed and what are your 

current immediate needs?  How are your neighbors? 
● If you have a church building in your block, what is its 

condition? - Block H - Seminary Building 
 



Respond to the Needs Around 
You 

There may be people with special needs around you;  the 
elderly or families with special circumstances.  Assist your 
neighbors with immediate needs where possible and inform 
block captains or ministering brethren of additional needs. 
 



Communication Summary 
Communication to you from the Ward will come through 
regular channels if they are still working, including, texts, 
email, posts on the Social Media Sites and/or through your 
block captains.    
 
If the emergency is large and regular communication lines are 
not usable, your job will be to get your information to your 
block captain as soon as it is safe to do so.  And his job will 
be to get to you to get it.  As we develop the communication 
plan more fully you will receive more information. 
 



AdditionalResources 
The website www.darvic.net/prepared4 is a website we have 
put together that leads you to resources from the RedCross, 
Ready.gov, Maracopa County, LDS.org and other places 
where there is more information.  In addition, there is a 
“Step-by-Step” page, info_vids page and a download page 
(you can download this presentation and all handouts on 
the download page).  Be sure to check the EndNotes on 
your handout also.  We will also be providing information 
and ideas on the ward social media sites and in the ward 
Bulletin and at other times and places.   

http://www.darvic.net/prepared4�


Remember 

Prayerfully consider the information you have been 
given here and and from whatever other sources you 
may consult and seek guidance from the Spirit as to 
what is appropriate and right for you and your family. 
 
There is a lot written and presented about emergency 
preparedness and not all of it is going to be relevant or 
important to you and your family.  However, some of it 
will be and you are the ones who have the power to 
decide what will work for you. 
 
   



“Our task is to react and to notice without overreacting, 
(but) to let life go forward without slipping into the 
heedlessness of those in the days of Noah.  It has been 
asked, and well it might be, how many of us would have 
jeered, or at least been privately amused, by the sight of 
Noah building his ark.  Presumably, the laughter and the 
heedlessness continued until it began to rain – and kept 
raining.  How wet some people must have been before 
Noah’s ark suddenly seemed the only sane act in an 
insane, bewildering situation”. . . . — Elder Neal A. 
Maxwell 
 



Future Information 
We will be emphasizing certain basic preparedness 
topics each month. For April and May we are suggesting 
that you check your water storage. Water is easy to get 
now but is one of the first resources to be a problem in an 
emergency. You should have a two week supply in you 
homes at all times (2 gal/person/day) and a 3 day 
portable supply for each person in your family that could 
go with you if you had to leave suddenly (2 gal/ person/ 
day). If possible you should store more. 

















Hopefully you feel better prepared 
than this  now. 
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